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1.1. Please provide information on the overall organization of doctoral programmes at HEIs in Italy.

In Italy doctoral programs consist of PhD Courses and PhD Schools.

 - PhD Course is the 3rd level of  university education promoted first by Departments

-  PhD  Schools are provided by University Departments and/or by consortia of Universities. They have financial authonomy.

Both Universities and  PhD courses must be accredited by a National Evaluation Agency

PhD Schools may offer PhD Courses in collaboration with other University/ies of the Consortium 

PhD Schools are organized in relation to the cultural and research competences different curricula
In the last years higher-level apprenticeship contracts have been activated. 

Each University , usually in August/September issues a call “ANNOUNCEMENT OF COMPETITION FOR THE ADMISSIONTO DOCTORAL SCHOOLS”.  Some of the scholarships may be linked to a specific research topic.

1.2. Please provide information on the structure of doctoral programmes at HEIs in Italy.

PhD courses were introduced in Italy in the 1980’s.

Local rules: 

· the PhD board usually comprises 10 professors; 

· the minimum number of enrolled students is 3; 

· the duration is 3 or 4 years; 

· the Director of the course is elected among the professors; 

· possibilities of collaboration with public and private enterprises;

· educational activities are organized by each PhD Board

· no credits system; 

· the 1st  and 2nd year are usually devoted to general studies while the 3rd year is devoted to the dissertation thesis. 

· the Board states the admission to the next year or to the final examination. 

· the defence of the thesis in front of an external Committee. 

2. Regulations for the acquisition of a PhD

2.1. Are there governmental / cantonal regulations to acquire a PhD (master-, bachelor degree, other degrees)? 

Master of Science degree (MSc) (Italian “LaureaSpecialistica /Magistrale”). 

Students with foreign masters are accepted

Admission in PhD degrees in Italian universities is subject to passing a competitive admission examination organized by individual universities or central authorities.

2.2. Are there written regulations of the HEI to acquire a PhD? If yes, what are they concerned about?

Usually each HEI has its own written PhD regulations, published on the WEB site site of the HEI. 

They usually concern:

· the institution  of PhD Courses and/or PhD Schools; 

· the accreditation and the evaluation process; 

· the funding system;

· the organization of the courses (as described above).

These regulations cannot contradict the general regulations stated by the Ministry of University and Research. 

To attend a PhD program, the knowledge of English language is required (as .. in Italy). 

Foreign citizens are required to include a course of Italian language in their curriculum.

3. Requirements for the acquisition of a PhD
As said above, each University regulates the process. 

No special requirement to acquire a PhD in Palermo.

At the end of each year of the course, students must submit a report to the Academic Board on the progress of  the research. 

The Board, evaluated the research carried out by the students, decides the admission to or the exclusion from the next year of course.
The Rectorate is in charge for the application process and for a PhD degree.

The evaluation of PhD dissertations is a two step process: 

· the first one – internal - is done by the PhDBoard, 

· the second step is done by an external Committee. 

There are strict rules for the selection of the final dissertation Board in Palermo: 

at least two out of three must be academic members of an Italian (not from Palermo) or foreign University and the third one may be chosen among all the professors of the PhD board but the tutors/mentors. 
3.4. Which HEI boards are concerned with the decision about the PhD degree?
There are several steps: 

- each year the Department proposes the PhD program; 

- the Evaluation Board of each University  approves and gives scholarships and funds;  

- the PhDBoard and the Rector’s office issue, every year, the call for application and the relevant admission rules; 

- no mandatory rule for the publication of the thesis the whole program:
……- Each PhD has its own rules on this subject.  Sometimes it is recommended, like, for instance, for the International PhD in Immunopharmacology, establishing that: “It is recommended that, at the time of thesis presentation, the students have at least two articles published in international journals.” 

The rules of each PhD are published online at http://portale.unipa.it/home/dottorati_ricerca/
4.1. How many professors, docents at your HEI are able and willing to mentor PhD candidates?
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4.2. How are the facilities of your HEI to support PhD candidates to prepare a PhD thesis (library, laboratories, IT facilities, etc.)?
Training and research work are conducted in the laboratories of any of the  department participating to the PhD.
· Facilities of a big university (library, sport, wi-fi,  office, etc)
5. Mentorship / Tutorship

5.1. What kind of requirements are necessary to become a mentor or tutor for PhD candidates at your HEI (education, scientific experience, university position)?
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5.2. What is the responsibility of a mentor or tutor for the support of PhD candidates (guidance of research work, controlling of performance, evaluation procedures)?
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6. Research Projects (national/government/international)

6.1. How many research projects at your HEI are financed through the government, national funding institutes, international funding institutes (EU)?
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6.2. Who is responsible for the preparation and application of research projects?
Each applicant for a PhD has to present a summary of a research project to be developed throughout the PhD course.

6.3. How many researchers at your HEI are involved in research projects (full time, half time)?


6.4. What is the average money from research funds every professor/docent per year can afford?


7. National and international research cooperation

7.1. Are there research groups at your HEI with international cooperation?


7.2. Are there research projects at your HEI which are a part of an international research network?


8. Statistics

8.1. How many PhD candidates are working at your HEI (full time, half time, guest candidates from other institutes)?


8.2. How long is the average time to perform a PhD thesis at your HEI?
It depends on each PhD own rules, usually between 1 and 2 years.
8.3. What is the rate of drop out candidates?


questionnaire for


Analysis report on euphd education and research


(Activity 2.1.)





at the �University of Palermo   


Prof. Massimo Attanasio






































Each member of a PhD Board can be mentor of PhD candidates.


 Each year, in order to take part of a PhD Board, a professor need to be assessed positively as “active researcher” 





Palermo





Year�
# potential mentors�
�
2007�
1347�
�
2008�
1469�
�
2009�
1482�
�
2010�
1498�
�
2011�
1436�
�









Each student must have a tutor/mentor belonging to the PhDBoard. 


Extra tutor too 





There is an assessment system established by the Research Evaluation Board of the University of Palermo The University Evaluation Committee states the threshold score to join a PhDBoard





The tutor is in charge – under the general supervision of the PhDBoard - for the guidance of research work, for controlling the performance, while the entire PhD Board  is responsible for the evaluation procedures.





 �
2004�
2005�
2006�
2007�
2008�
2009�
2010�
2011�
2012�
�
Projectsfinanced by UNIPA�
1157�
1181�
1193�
1430�
74�
9�
29�
73�
�
�
Projects financed by Italian Government�
185�
145�
104�
118�
170�
109�
266�
127�
12�
�
Projectsfinanced by EU�
12�
5�
8�
12�
16�
27�
46�
57�
�
�









 Project startingyear�
2004�
2005�
2006�
2007�
2008�
2009�
2010�
2011�
�
 #researchers�
1404�
1432�
1414�
1614�
328�
230�
340�
267�
�






 �
2006�
2007�
2008�
2009�
2010�
2011�
�
Full Professor�
€ 14,342�
€ 15,279�
€ 21,807�
€ 5,666�
€ 20,829�
€ 7,182�
�
Associate Professor�
€ 5,707�
€ 5,968�
€ 8,033�
€ 2,122�
€ 7,873�
€ 2,759�
�
Assistant professor�
€ 3,515�
€ 3,253�
€ 3,593�
€ 1,021�
€ 3,643�
€ 1,206�
�






The table shows the research groups with International cooperation at this moment by continent:





Europe�
143�
�
ASIA�
24�
�
AFRICA�
29�
�
South AMERICA�
47�
�
North AMERICA�
25�
�
AUSTRALIA�
3�
�












At the moment there are about 30 research projects which are a part of an international research network.





Full time PhD students enrolled per year





Year�
#students�
�
2007�
427�
�
2008�
406�
�
2009�
473�
�
2010�
465�
�
2011�
375�
�









Year�
Drop out rate�
�
2007�
0.03�
�
2008�
0.08�
�
2009�
0.04�
�
2010�
0.03�
�
2011�
0.03�
�
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